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7 August 1957 
New York, N.Y. 
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On 8 August more than one hundred delegates representing eleven southern states 
gathered at Montgomery S Holt Street Baptist Church for the third meeting of the 
Southern Leaders Conference. During an afternoon press conference King announced 
that the organization had adopted a new name, the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC), and unveiled plans for a Crusade for Citizenship, a nonpartisan 
drive “to get thousands of Negroes registered for the 1958 and 1960 elections.”’ Plans 
for the campaign included organizing clinics to teach “the techniques of registration 
and voting” and collecting evidence of voting rights infi-actions to prompt federal 

than supplant the work of existing civil rights  group^.^ 
Following the pess conference the delegates joined more than one thousand local 

people for a mass meeting at the church, where King reminded the crowd to “never forget 
the Negro ministers” for “leading us in the struggle.’’4 This telegram from Randolph 
arrived as King and members of the executive committee held a planning meeting at 
Dexter the day bejbre the conference. 

King emphasized that the proposed Crusade would complement rather 

1. SCLC, Press release, g August 1957. While SCLC leaders did not speclfy a date for the Crusade’s 
start, delegates agreed to launch the campaign at simultaneous mass meetings in cities throughout 
the South. SCLC officials revealed that the group would open an Atlanta office, and treasurer Ralph 
Abernathy told reporters that the group hoped to raise $~OO,OOO to hire staff. Toward this goal Rus- 
sell Lasley, a United Packinghouse Workers of America (UPWA) official attending the conference, 
pledged $1 I ,000 from his union (Art Osgoode, “Negroes Rap State Solons in Resolution,” Montgomery 
Advertisq g August 1957). 

2. Additionally, the conferees issued a condemnation of Alabama attorney general John Patter- 
son’s “gestapo type suppression of the Tuskegee Civic Association” and passed a resolution r e a r m -  
ing their “faith and confidence” in King’s leadership (SCLC, Press release, g August 1957). 

3. Emory 0. Jackson, “Leaders Organize For Southwide Drive For Citizenship,” Alabama Tribune, 
16 August 1957. Despite King’s assurances, NAACP officials reacted warily to news of the Crusade. Af- 
ter receiving a report from an NAACP representative at the conference stating that King’s group ‘tvas 
designed to do what the NAACP isn’t doing in the South,” Roy Wilkins suggested to director of 
branches Gloster Current that copies of the account be “sent to all field staff members” (Wilkins to 
Current, 2 I August. 1957; see also Report on the SCLC meeting, 8August 1957). Complying on 23 Au- 
gust, Current sent a packet of information to his field staff and executive secretaries that included the 
report, as well as an advance copy of “Is Another Organization Needed?” a 24 August Pittsburgh Courier 
editorial denouncing SCLC for “covering much the same ground as the NAACP,” and guidelines for 
dealing with the new organization: “Southern staff members are requested to consult with the Re- 
gional Secretary or the National Office before participating in any conferences called by groups other 
than the NAACP.” 

4. Osgoode, “Negroes Rap State Solons in Resolution.” 
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g Aug REV MARTIN LUTHER KING= 

1957 5O3C SOUTH UNION ST MONTGOMERY ALA= 

CONGRATULATIONS TO YOU AND YOUR NOBLE ASSOCIATES OF THE MONTGOMERY 
IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION, AND THE SOUTHERN LEADERSHIP MINISTERIAL GROUP 
UPON THE GREAT EPOCH MAKING FIGHT FOR CIVIL RIGHTS AND HUMAN DIGNITY 
YOU ARE MAKING. MAY I HOPE FOR YOUR CONFERENCE GREAT SUCCESS AND THAT IT 
MAY BE AN INSPIRATION TO THE NEGRO MASSES IN THE SOUTH AS WELL AS NORTH, 
EAST AND WEST. FORWARD IN THE FIGHT FOR FIRST-CLASS CITIZENSHIP AND CIVIL 
RIGHTS= 

A. PHILIP RANDOLPH= 

PWSr. MLKP-MBU: Box 68. 

To Conrad J. Lynn 

9 August 1957 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

In March the Rockland County (New York) NAACP branch sent clothing and shoes 
to Cleveland, Mississippi, where Amzie Moore was leading a voter registration 
campaign.‘ In a 3 I July letter to King, Lynn, counsel to the Rockland branch, 
reported that the supplies were never collectedj?om the depot and that registered letters 
to Moore? Farmers and BusinessmenS Association had drawn no response.2 In the 

1.  Amzie Moore (1g12-1982), born in Grenada County, Mississippi, was a postal employee and 
small business owner. After serving in World War 11, Moore helped found the Regional Council of Ne- 
gro Leadership, a Mississippi Delta civil rights organization. In 1955 Moore was elected president of 
the Cleveland NAACP branch. The following year, he attended the national conference of the NAACP 
in San Francisco where he promoted his newly formed Delta.Farmers and Businessmen’s Association. 
An early supporter of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee’s voter registration work, 
Moore helped organize the Council of Federated Organizations, a coalition of civil rights groups 
working in the state. 

2. Conrad J. Lynn (1908-1995), born in Newport, Rhode Island, received a B.A. (1930) from 
Syracuse University and in 1932 became the first black graduate of that university’s law school. Lynn 
participated in the 1947 “Journey of Reconciliation,” organized by the Congress of Racial Equality 
and FOR to protest segregation on interstate buses. In 1958 Lynn defended two black boys, ages seven 
and nine, charged with rape for having kissed a white female playmate in Monroe, North Carolina. 
The “Kissing Case” garnered international attention and drew Eleanor Roosevelt into a successful 
campaign for the youths’ release in 1959. In January 1959 American Socialist published Lynn’s sympa- 
thetic but critical review of King’s first book, Stride Toward Freedom (Lynn, “Negro Leadership,” A m i -  
canSocialist 6 [January 19591: 21-22). 
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